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what social movement narratives, strategies, tactics? 



BRICS heads-of-state summit 

Sandton Convention Centre 
Wednesday 25 July – Friday 27 July 
 
Options for brics-from-below: 
1) minimal – symposium at Wits School of Governance, 21-25 July 
2) medium – above plus event in Alexandra Township, Sunday 22 July 
3) maximum – above plus protest march and pickets… day/time? 
 

 
 





TAC’s generic Anti-RetroVirals campaign: 
 

 
 
  
 

Zackie Achmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so 
monopoly-patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year  

• 1999 – Treatment Action Campaign + Medicins sans Frontiers 
      based on Brazilian state example, Indian generic production 
• 2001 – major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase 
• 2018 – 4 million SA public sector ARV recipients 
• new threats – Trump’s Pepfar cutbacks, SA chaos 
• yet life expectancy soared: 52 in 2004; 64 by 2018 

strategic successes: 
• common intellectual property 

• decommodification 
• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 







http://www.bricsfrombelow.tumblr.com 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/bricsfrombelow 

http://mobile.twitter.com/bricsfrombelow 





“the ANC is part of the  
global anti-imperialist  
movement. We are historically  
connected with the countries of the South 
and therefore South-South cooperation such 
as BRICS is primary for our movement.” 

 – President Jacob Zuma, 30 July 2017, Ekurhuleni 

“I was poisoned and almost died just 
because South Africa joined BRICS  
under my leadership.” 
– Zuma, 13 August 2017, Phongola 
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Ruy Mauro Marini (Brazil 1965): 
‘It is not a question of passively 

accepting North American power 
(although the actual correlation of 

forces often leads to that result), but 
rather of collaborating actively with 

imperialist expansion, assuming in this 
expansion the position of a key nation.’ 

sub-imperialism? 



Global capitalism has experienced a chronic 
and enduring problem of over-accumulation 
since the 1970s. I interpret the volatility of 
international capitalism during these years, 
however, as a series of  
temporary spatio-temporal  
fixes that failed even in the  
medium run to deal with  
problems of over-accumulation.  
 
David Harvey, “The ‘New’ Imperialism:  
Accumulation by Dispossession”, SR 2004,  
The New Imperial Challenge 

 



• 1. BRICS FROM ABOVE - heads of state, Business Council, elite allies 

• 1.1 BRICS as anti-imperialist (tiresome ANC-Zumite rhetoric – “Talk 

Left, Walk Right” – typically drawing from nationalist-liberation tradition, 
best represented by Gayton McKenzie) 

• 1.2 BRICS as sub-imperialist (Pretoria re-legitimising world 

capitalism, lubricating neoliberalism in - and exploiting - Africa, 
intensifying class war against SA’s poor/workers/women/nature on behalf 
of global/local capital, ensuring maximum greenhouse gas emissions 
alongside BASIC/US no matter local/continental/global consequences, and 
playing “deputy sheriff” role to imperialism) 

• 1.3 BRICS as inter-imperialist (Pretoria's potential support for a new 

internet delinked from US, promotion of Putin v Obama in September 2013 
at G20, and mainly backing Russia in Crimea/Ukraine conflict - as well as 
earlier episodes where SA lined up with China in UN e.g. in relation to 
Burma) 

1. ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 









• 2. Brics-from-the-Middle - Academic Forum, trade unions, NGOs 

• 2.1 BRICS advocates (most of Academic Forum, 

Johannesburg & Pretoria “think tanks”, and others who 
suffer persistent “failure of analytical nerve”) 

• 2.2 wait-and-see (most NGOs and trade unions - as well 

as “Third Worldist” intellectuals - who wish for BRICS to 
become “anti-impi” at UN, Bretton Woods Institutions, 
Development Bank, Contingent Reserve Arrangement, etc) 

• 2.3 critics (those associated with brics-from-below network 

who consider BRICS to be “sub-impis” and sometimes also 
“inter-impis”) 

ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 



• 3. brics-from-below - grassroots activists whose visions run local to global 

• 3.1 localist (stuck within local or sectoral silos, including myriad 

“popcorn protests” - even some against BRICS corporations or projects - 
that are insurgent, unstrategic, momentary, at constant risk of becoming 
xenophobic, and prone to populist demagoguery) 

• 3.2 nationally-bound (most activists who are vaguely aware of - and 

hostile to - BRICS yet so overwhelmed by local, national and sectoral 
battles, they fail to link across borders - even BRICS hinterlands) 

• 3.3 solidaristic-internationalist (“global justice movement” allies 

aspiring for joint campaigning against common BRICS enemies such as 
Vale, China Development Bank, DBSA, Transnet/mega-shipping, fossil fuel 
corporations and other polluters, coming BRICS Development Bank) 

4. jealous pro-West capitalists - most white organic intellectuals of 

capital connected to Old Money, multinational-corporate branch plants, 
Business Day, northern-centric big biz, Democratic Alliance and their ilk 

ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 





18 November 2017: 

bye bye Robert Mugabe  



18 November 2017: 

bye bye Robert Mugabe  





2018 balance of forces and issue areas 
• Ramaphosa (or “Ramazupta”?) rule 
• Zupta residual? (“I was poisoned  because I brought SA into the BRICS”) 

• imperialism & sub-imperialism 
• ongoing BRICS-based corruption 

• Guptas, Agarwal (Anglo), Mittal (milking ISCOR steel), 
Indian firms in region (Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia) 

• Rosatom (Moscow) on nuclear spending (including Vivian 
Reddy contract) and regional deals, also Zim mining 

• China Development Bank, China South Rail, steel 
dumping, exploitation and Chinese firms in region 

• Vale in Moz Tete Province, Odebrecht in Angola 
• Sandton capital – exemplified by Ramaphosa-Lonmin-MTN-Shanduka 

 



The dozen richest South Africans 
1.Nicky Oppenheimer (Anglo): R91.0bn  
2.Johann Rupert (Remgro): R79.3bn  
3.Christo Wiese (Pepkor): R72.8bn  
4.Ivan Glasenberg (Glencore): R60.0bn  
5.Koos Bekker (Naspers): R27.3bn  
6.Allen Gray (Allen Gray Investments): R23.4bn  
7.Patrice Motsepe (ARM): R23.4bn  
8.Stephen Saad (Aspen Pharmacare): R15.6bn  
9.John Whittaker (Intu Properties): R15.9bn  
10.Laurie Dippenaar (First Rand): R12.9bn  
11.Bruno Steinhoff (Steinhoff): R12.6bn  
12.Atul Gupta (Oakbay): R10.7bn  
                 (source: Forbes, Sunday Times) 
 



Sandton crime spree 









does this 
continent need 

cooking? 



global leaders amplify climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



climate vulnerability in Africa 

source: Strauss Center, Univ of Texas 



Roberto Carvalho de Azevêdo runs 
the World Trade Organisation 

who won in Nairobi, December 2015?  
Third World Network (Malaysia): Brazil conspired with the 

US and EU at the WTO to ensure “that India did not get 
the language it proposed” to maintain food subsidies, 

which will cause hunger for tens of millions of peasants. 
 

TWN’s Chakravarthi Raghavan: “on the eve of Nairobi, 
Brazil unilaterally abandoned the G20 alliance [of non-

Western countries] to join the US and EU, in trying to act 
against China and India.” 



winners from 2010 vote restructuring 
(finally approved by US Congress in 
December 2015) include BRICs: 

• China +37% 
• Brazil +23% 
• India +11% 
• Russia +8% 
 



biggest Third World vote 
losers at IMF in 2016: 
• Nigeria -41% 
• Venezuela -41% 
• Libya -39% 
• Sri Lanka -34% 
• Uruguay -32% 
• Argentina -31% 
• Jamaica -31% 
• Morocco -27% 
• Gabon -26% 
• Algeria -26% 
• Bolivia -26% 
• Namibia -26% 
• South Africa -21% (!) 

 



 

Dominique           Trevor                   
Strauss-Kahn         Manuel 
World Economic Forum, Davos  



IMF directors support Lagarde 
even after Dec 2016 conviction 



• default on unpayable, unjustifiable debt – taken out by corrupt 
elites – as did Argentina and Ecuador in 2002 and 2009;  

• boot out World Bank personnel, as did Ecuador in 2007; 
• impose exchange controls against elites, as did Malaysia (1998), 

Venezuela (2003), Cyprus (2013), Greece (2015);  
• establish new common currency in order to avoid US$ 

transactions, such as Ecuador’s proposed sucre; 
• Provide solidarity financing for governments resisting financial 

imperialism, as was cruelly offered (by Russia’s deputy finance 
minister) to Greece in July 2015 – but then never materialised;   

• adopt socially- and ecologically-conscious financing strategies tied 
to compatible trade (like ALBA), such as were proposed and seed-
funded by Venezuela in the still-born Bank of the South. 

what if BRICS tried to construct an anti-imperial 
alternative to the Bretton Woods Institutions? 



• Vedanta’s purchase of Africa’s largest copper mine (Zambia’s Konkola) for $25 million 
followed by $500 million to $1 billion in externalised profits annually; 

• Chinese entrepreneur Sam Pa’s Queensway Group (‘Anjin’) in Marange, Zimbabwe 
where in 2016 Robert Mugabe alleged $13 billion in diamonds extracted over the prior 
decade are unaccounted for (only $2 bn of revenues were officially recorded); 

• AngloGold Ashanti’s collaboration with Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
warlords during a period in which five million civilians were killed; 

• displacement by Brazil’s Vale mining house of thousands Mozambican villagers during 
its search for coal; 

• sales pitches for Russian Rosatom nuclear power plants to corruption-prone 
governments in South Africa, Zambia, Uganda, Egypt and Nigeria; 

• tax-dodging in various African countries (using Mauritius as a hot money centre) by 
South Africa’s cellphone giant MTN, as well as MTN’s failure to cut off Boko Haram’s 
Nigerian cellphone accounts in 2015 which led to a $1.9 billion fine; 

• the dubious roles of South African politicians Tokyo Sexwale and Khulubuse Zuma – 
both in league with Israeli mining tycoon Dan Gertler – in central African deals; and 

• the 2013 South African National Defence Force armed intervention to support the 
authoritarian regime of Francois Bozize in Bangui, Central Africa (leaving more than a 
dozen fatalities but also more than 800 rebel deaths) on behalf of what SANDF troops 
admitted were Johannesburg businesses in Bangui.  

do BRICS firms in Africa behave better than Western firms? 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zimbabwean beneficiaries: Gideon Gono, Grace Mugabe, 
Joyce Mujuru, Mines and Mining Development Minister 

Amos Midzi, General Constantine Chiwenga and wife 
Jocelyn, Central Intelligence Organisation Director 

Happyton Bonyongwe, Manicaland Governor Chris 
Mushowe, and several white Zimbabweans, including Ken 

Sharpe, Greg Scott, and Hendrik O’Neill  
(source: US State Department cable, ‘Regime elites looting deadly diamond field’ 

https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/08HARARE1016_a.html) 





Thousands of 
villagers around 
east Zimbabwe’s 
Marange diamond 
fields took to the 
streets on Monday 
to protest the 
looting of diamond 
revenue and were 
met by armed 
soldiers and police 
who fired tear gas 
canisters to disperse 
the demonstrators, 
according to 
witnesses 
interviewed by 
Human Rights 
Watch. 









countries where  
SA capitalists earn 
profits and bring 

them back,  
to partially 

balance (larger) 
profit and 

dividend outflows 
to TNC financial 

headquarters 
outside SA 



Source: IMF Article IV Consultation, July 2016 



Source: IMF Article IV Consultation, July 2016 



Source: M&G Amabhungane 

MTN: naughty  
in Nigeria 









SA troops in the Central African Republic, 23 March 2013 



15 troops returning from CAR in coffins, 24 March 2013 
(after killing many hundreds of rebels – including children – over-running Bangui) 



M&G (denied by African National Congress): 
Didier Pereira, a special adviser to ousted Central 
African Republic President Francois Bozize, 
partnered with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 
and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor House, to 
secure a diamond export monopoly in the CAR. . 
 In 2006 Pereira signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Central African Republic 
mining ministry. It was intended to create a 
public-private partnership, Inala Centrafrique. A 
South African company, Serengeti Group, which 
was majority-owned by Mr Nxumalo, had a 65% 
stake in it. Inala’s attempts to control diamond 
mining in the Central African Republic failed by 
March 2008… Pereira is currently partnered to the 
ANC security supremo and fundraiser, Paul Langa, 
and former spy chief Billy Masetlha.  







Source: ACLED, Sussex University 







People’s Forum, 2-3 September 2017, Hong Kong 



core People’s Forum organising group 
included Globalization Monitor,  

Asia Labour Monitor and Borderless-HK 



Bandile Mdlalose  
(Durban 

community 
activist) 

addresses  
People’s BRICS  

on Chinese 
corruption  
at Transnet 



Floyd Shivambu (Wits PhD student and EFF political leader) 



BRICS People’s Forum, 13-14 October 2016 











Durban hosted BRICS 
26-27 March 2013 

International Convention Centre 

and ‘brics-from-below’ 

Diakonia Centre, Durban 



1) political and civil rights 
violations include 
• internal militarisation, 
• prohibitions on protest, 
• rising media repression, 
• official secrecy, 
• debilitating patriarchy, 
• homophobia,  
• activist jailings, torture,  
• even massacres (including 

Durban where a police hit 
squad has executed more 
than 50 suspects); 

 
 

 2) socio-economic 
attacks on the majority  
• severe inequality, 
• poverty,  
• disease,  
• unemployment,  
• violence against 

women (including 
migrant labour)  

• service non-delivery, 
• mal-education,  
• prohibitions on 

labour organising; 



3) regional domination via 
• extraction, processing 

and marketing of 
hinterland raw 
materials,  

• military hegemony,  
• promotion of neoliberal 

‘Washington Consensus’ 
ideology which reduces 
poor countries’ policy 
space; 

 
 

 4) a maldevelopment 
model that is 
• labour-exploitative, 
• consumerist-centric, 
• overly-financialised, 
• eco-destructive, 
• climate-threatening, 
• nuclear-powered,  
• politically-corrupting 
• generating record 

corporate profits, but  
• reaching crisis levels 

 











halt violence against women 

panel on Chinese contradictions 

350.org meets Pan-African 
Climate Justice Alliance & 

SA anti-coal activists poli-econ seminar with Paez 

climate  
skype-in  
with Bill  
McKibben 



watchdogging of  
BRICS Development Bank  

panel on land-grabs, 
agriculture and water 











brics-from-below at Occupy site 





BRICS heads-of-state summit 
Sandton Convention Centre 
Wednesday 25 July – Friday 27 July 
 
Options for brics-from-below: 
1) minimal – symposium at Wits School of Governance, Sat-Wed 21-25 July 
2) medium – above plus event in Alexandra Township, Sunday 22 July 
3) maximum – above plus protest march (and other activity?), day/time? 
 

 
 





We stand on the brink of a technological 
revolution that will fundamentally alter the 
way we live, work, and relate to one 
another. In its scale, scope, and complexity, 
the transformation will be unlike anything 
humankind has experienced before. We do 
not yet know just how it will unfold, but 
one thing is clear: the response to it must 
be integrated and comprehensive, 
involving all stakeholders of the global 
polity, from the public and private sectors 
to academia and civil society. 
     The First Industrial Revolution used 
water and steam power to mechanize 
production. The Second used electric power 
to create mass production. The Third used 
electronics and information technology to 
automate production. Now a Fourth 
Industrial Revolution is building on the 
Third, the digital revolution that has been 
occurring since the middle of the last 
century. It is characterized by a fusion of 
technologies that is blurring the lines 
between the physical, digital, and 
biological spheres.  

‘4IR’ leadership from 
World Economic Forum, 

Davos: Klaus Schwab, January 2016 















are Africans being 
fooled again, being 
drawn into a risky 

“new globalisation” 
project – during era 
of deglobalisation?  











cross-border financial assets 
(as % of GDP) 





20th c. South African growth/decline 

      deglobalisation: 
 

growth of infant industries 
during Great Depression 

 

globalisation and 
world stagnation 



1930s-40s 
SA growth 
• lower foreign direct 

investment, loans, trade 
• globalisation disrupted by 

Great Depression, WWII 
• birth of secondary 

manufacturing industry 
(beyond mining equipment 
sector) 

• rate of growth of the black 
wage share rose more 
than 50 percent (from 11 
percent to 17 percent; 
black share only hit 21 
percent in 1970) 

• overall GDP growth rate (8 
percent) from 1931-46 
was fastest recorded in 
modern SA history 

 



globalisation era  
post-independence era 



South Africans lead 
4ICR: fourth industrial 

counter-revolution 

• Elon Musk versus 
Artificial Intelligence 

• Right 2 Know against 
surveillance; but for 

state/corporate 
transparency, and also 

for citizens’ privacy 

• civ. soc. versus e-tolling 

• Treatment Action 
Campaign against 

Intellectual Property 

• HSRC Press provides 
online e-book access 




